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How You Can Help  
For donations to WHMA, please 

write checks out & send to: 

Welcome Home Ministries, Africa 
P.O. Box 9771 
Brea, CA  92822 

Whoever welcomes a child 
welcomes me. 

Visit our website for on line giving:           
www.welcomehomeafrica.com 
 
To volunteer, write to the above 
address, or visit our website. 
 
WHMA is an all volunteer operation, 
except for the Ugandan workers. 

Operations Director - U.S. & Uganda 
Mandy Sydo   Phone:  (714) 282-7050 

E-Mail:  LMSydo@sbcglobal.net 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The WHMA Orphanage in Jinja 
 

WHMA Brochure-20060709.pub 

A Word From Mandy 
 

I have been involved with Welcome Home 
Ministries, Africa (WHMA) since its 
inception in 1995. In July 2003 (just three 
days before her death) founder Jackie 
Hodgkins asked my husband Luke to send 
me over to the home where I spent 2 1/2 
months learning the ropes.  During that 
time the home was re-organized both 
physically and legally. I then had the joy 
of moving all the Welcome Home babies 
and staff to a new and more manageable 
facility.   
 

WHMA  also reaches into the community to 
bring help to the needs of children.  Working 
with other organizations, we have provided  
wheelchairs for the needy in Jinja and 
surrounding villages. For example,  wheelchairs 
were provided for 2 cerebral palsy boys (8 and 
6 years old) that were being carried on the 
backs of their tiny very loving mothers. A 
wheelchair was also provided for a young 
paraplegic boy. He is now able to attend school 
and enjoy life due to his new found mobility. 
 

I have a vision to establish more homes in the 
future.  The war torn areas of the Northern parts 
of Uganda have a large number of very needy 
children who are orphaned and need to come to 
a place of safety.  Some are toddlers scavenging 
for themselves. Every week needy babies and 
children are brought to our gate by a neighbor, 
a dad who has no livelihood, or the police or 
child protective services. Our home can 
accommodate only 60 children and it breaks my 
heart to turn a child away.  If we must send a 
child away, we provide medical care and food 
until an opening in another facility is found. 
 

Your financial support will bring hope to the 
needy children of Uganda. 
 

 Mandy Sydo, US and Ugandan Director 
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In Uganda , please contact us at:  
PO Box 1043, Jinja, Uganda, East Africa 
Phone: 256) 043-122-687   Mobile:  0772-684-800 

Mobile:  0782-803-571 



W elcome Home Ministries, 
Africa (WHMA) is the first and 
largest orphanage in Jinja for 
children from birth to 6 years. It 

was founded by the late Jackie Hodgkins in 
1995 as a home for dying and destitute babies. 
Babies born prematurely, or with Malaria, 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, Measles, Starvation, and 
other potentially fatal diseases would find 
God’s love through the staff of WHMA . 
Although they were able to save most babies, 
some passed on to a better life, knowing that 
they were very much loved and wanted. 

Because of positive health advances in the 
nation, Uganda has fewer babies dying from 
physical starvation and neglect,  yet there are 
still many heartbreaking cases. There are still 
many orphans whose mothers die in childbirth 
from AIDs or some other complications, other 
babies are simply abandoned, often at the 
dump (some have even been rescued from pit 
latrines). Some toddlers brought to us 
survived by scavenging at the dump for food.  
Still others were born in prison and have only 
known prison life until they come to us. They 
all arrive at our door in need and WHMA  is 
dedicated to meet their need regardless of 
family history, handicaps or disease. Children 
who would otherwise be rejected and 
discarded, now have a chance at life. We are a 
team of 47 staff presently meeting the needs 
of up to 60 babies. Our ratio of  1 “Mom” to 3 
children ensures that each child gets the love 
and attention they need and deserve. But often 
1 mom is needed for each preemie baby . 

Elizaphan (a little boy), came to us after his mother 
died.  He weighed 3 lb. 5 oz. and is now doing well. 

Teacher Justine plays with the orphans 
on a trampoline 

M I S S I O N: 
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To care for the children of Uganda who 
are orphans, sick, dying, abused, 
abandoned, or neglected who have no 
chance of survival without intervention. 

Provide a loving life-giving environment 
to give each child a healthy secure 
foundation for life teaching them God’s 
love for them. 

Music is a big part of our orphans day. 

Kaita and John were born in prison. They now 
experience the joy of life, love and learning.  

Some things from the West are great fun! 

Ian receives a wheelchair as part of a  
community outreach. 


